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limited. While there are wonderful stories with African American charac-
ters, Belinda Hurmence’s marvelous stories immediately come to mind,
other ethnic groups are not well represented. Jerrie Oughton in Music from
a Place Called Half Moon has written a powerful account of race relations
between whites and Native Americans, but this is an exception.

Of the historic periods surveyed, only the Civil War era comes close to
having the number of quality titles that would enable a teacher to assign
different works to small groups. The advantage of the small group ap-
proach is that it allows students to share their reading experiences with
their peers by means of projects, presentations, and discussions. Moreover,
while some schools might be reluctant to spend the dollars required for a
classroom set of novels, the small-group approach sidesteps this issue.

Sadly, there is not an extensive body of historic fiction with North
Carolina settings that is appropriate for classroom use. Overall I found the
results of my examination to be disappointing. Many of the recent works
turned out to be mediocre or uninspiring, while older stories contained
racial and linguistic stereotypes, cliches, and a tolerance for behavior
which modern readers find horrific.

I can wholeheartedly recommend only a few select titles by authors
whose works shine above the rest. William Hooks, Theodore Taylor, Jerrie
Oughton, and Belinda Hurmence have written excellent stories that work
both as literature and as an introduction to history. If the twofold purpose
of using historical fiction in the middle grades classroom is to encourage
reading and stimulate an interest in North Carolina’s past, then we need
look no further than the titles from these exemplars.
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