


ation of a reading improvement pro-
ram can improve this.

ssues in Action Research

Jespite the growing popularity of action
esearch in teacher education and train-
ng, many researchers dispute the effec-
veness and the wisdom of conducting
ich research. Researchers claim that
ction research, instead of assisting in
e implementation of research-based
ange, may slow that implementation
tering down the results with un-
olled quasi-research efforts. Cer-
¢ there are issues with action re-
that the beginning library media

st as researcher must consider.

nfidentiality

» legal ramifications of a breach of
ntiality of student records must
nount in the action researcher’s
design. Protecting the privacy
idual students and of individual
hers is an obvious need. Teacher
iments must be confidential. Student
u ments, records, and other data
Id be treated with extreme care and
| n school district policy. Action re-
| volving students and teachers
' e approved by school district
| ities or in conjunction with a uni-

t subjects review board.
‘ e beginning any type of action
the researcher should develop
| indicating research goals,
to be considered, data to be
robability analysis, and how

I -1 [1ld
i 1)

) il be shared.

of research depends on the
researcher to control the
Control of variables that

tict adherence to qualitative
methods techniques are crucial
 in research. These same ele-
probably not be used in ac-

tion research. The action researcher con-
centrates on the local school setting.
Convenience sampling is used to iden-
tify respondents, meaning that the
school library media specialists may
choose a grade level most likely to re-
spond, or with whom they have a previ-
ous relationship. Finally, most school li-
brary media specialists are not trained in
research techniques. For these reasons,
action research usually is not easy to
generalize because the results only apply
in the context of one school setting.

Conclusion

Notwithstanding the above cautions,
the value of action research to the school
library media profession cannot be over-
stated. The school library field has
reached a level of maturity based on
sound research findings underscoring
the value of the school library media
program in the educational process.
These findings are widely reported in the
school library media field. Action re-
search is a tool for the school library
media practitioner to give local school
context to those research findings, so
that school- and district-level decision-
makers place the school library media
center at the heart of the educational
process in our schools.
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