
ian s share their research efforts . Pub
lic Librar y Association (PLA) co nfer 
ence p rogramming is another a rea 
where improvements co uld be m ad e 
to include m ore public li br ar y re
search sessio n s. Based on th e confer
en ce program , few sessions at the 
2000 Public Library Associa tion meet
in g held in Charlotte !" we re research 
based , m ost being sing le-shot case 
studies. 

4 . Em p h a size sta te library a n d other 
coo perative research ventures. 

Recom men da tions include the su p 
po rt o f coopera t ive research efforts 
by the sta te library and the support 
of sta te libra ry resea rch effo r ts 
through co nsulta tio n . Van Flee t and 
Durrance '? go o n to note that many 
M.L.l.S. students and lib rar ians are 
unaware o f the ro le th at sta te libr ar
ies p lay in the research p rocess . The 
Sta te Libra ry of No rt h Carol in a-" 
takes a supportive ro le in the di ssemi 
n ati on of som e resear ch . Seve ra l 
stud ies co nducte d by the N .C. Sta te 
Library Co mmissio n, su ch as o ne o n 
"C h ild ren, Teens, and Libra ries" an d 
another on the impact of school me
d ia cente rs, is ava ila ble on thei r Web 
site . Better communicat io n between 
the Sta te Lib ra ry, librar y schoo ls in 
th e sta te, and the pub lic library prac 
titi oners, is desir abl e. Fro m the Web 
site it appears that wh ile fund ing for 
publi c library research is no t readily 
ava ila b le from th e State Lib ra ry, it 
can facilitate research efforts th rough 
the excelle n t st ati sti cs accessible via 
their Web site . 

S. Develo p a resea rch perspective a t 
the M.L.J.S. le vel.
 

Van Flee t and Durrance 's-! recom

m endations in clude in tegrat ing re

search lit er at ur e and m ethodology
 
in to a pp rop r ia te co u rses in th e
 
M.L.I.S. cur ricu lu m , enco uragin g in 

d ep endent st udy an d research fo r
 
cred it, invo lv ing stu de n ts a t th e
 
M.L.l.S. level in fac u lty resea rch, and
 
establish ing extrac ur ricu lar ac tivities
 
such as forums an d presen ta tions
 
with a research em phasis. All of these
 
are ve ry im porta n t recommen da

tio ns, and som e have alrea dy been in

tegrat ed in to th e Un iversity of Nor th
 
Caro li n a a t G re e n sb o ro (U NCG)
 
M.L.l.S. cu rr icu lu m . We wo u ld fur

ther like to note that this arti cle is
 
the co lla borat io n of an LIS fac ult y
 
m e m ber and a grad ua te stud ent.
 
Th ro ug hou t the p rocess o f co nduc t

in g the research , time and effo rt was
 
spen t in the educatio nal process o f
 

learning how to do a so lid pi ece of 
research. 

In co ncl us io n, the cur ren t sta te of 
public librar y research wo uld ap pear to 
be fairl y h ealthy. Rut as the focu s of 
m an y librar y schools evolves from em
phasizing the study o f types of librari es 
toward a m ore general o rien ta tion, o r 
towards the even more genera l informa
ti on science track, it is possible that pub
lic libr ar y research will appear with even 
less freq ue ncy in the futur e. Practit io
n ers will need to publi sh more, heed
ing Woodrum's ca ll to this professional 
obligation , and th e public library co m 
munity will need to actively lobby LIS 
educato rs to co n d uc t m ore publ ic li 
brary research. As has been noted by 
almost all the resea rchers who ha ve ad 
dressed the "ga p" bet we en what re
search is publish ed and what pr actit io 
n er s n eed to kn ow, m ore and better 
co m m u n ica t io n is the resolutio n to the 
problem . T he five recommendations 
made by Van Flee t and Dur rance need 
to be revisit ed and acti vely advanced by 
both LIS educa to rs and public librari ans. 
The public library world is an exciting 
one of exce llent services and programs. 
This excellence need s to be documented 
and di ssem in at ed th rough more, not 
less research . 

Appendix A 

Peer revie wed journals that did n o t 
con tain pub lic library research, 19 96
2000 

Behavioral and Social Sciences Librarian 
Cataloging and Classification Quarterly 
Catholic Library World 
Collection Building 
Collection Management 
Current Studies in l.ibrarianship 
Government Information Quarterly 
Information Processing and Management 
Journal of Education for Librarianship 
Library Acquisitions 
Library Hi-Tech 
Library Resources and Technical Se/vices 
Online and CD Rom Review 
References Services Review 
Serials Librarian 
Serials Review 
Technical Services Quarterly 

Peer Reviewed J o urnals Co nta in in g 
Pu b li c Library Res ea rch , 1996-2000 
an d Ab b rev ia ti o ns Used 

In format ion Technology and Librari es 
(ilL) 

[ournal ofthe Association ofln tormation 
Science UAS IS) 

Journal of Education in Library and In
formatio n Science UELlS) 

[ournal of Library Administration ULA) 

[oumal of Youth Services in Libraries 
UYSL) 

Libraries and Culture (L&C) 
L ib rary Qnarterly (1.Q) 
Libraryand Information Science Research 

(LlSR) 
North Carolina Libraries (NCLibs) 
Public Libraries (PI.) 
Public Library Quarterly (PLQ) 
Reference Librarian (RF) 
RQ or Reference and User Services Quar

terly (RQ) 
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