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LOCAL HISTORY AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARY

By NELLIE RowE JoNES
Greensboro Public Library

All librarians find satisfaction in reporting a large circulation, and so they
Should. Equally as important as the handing of books over the desk, the ma-
Jority being fiction, is the ability of the librarian to satisfy those library patrons
Who come seeking information of all types. This, of course, chiefly concerns the
reference department, of which the local history collection is an invaluable part.

Mr. James I. Wyer, in his book, Reference Work, published by the American
Library Association, has this to say: “Few though its books may be, there is yet
One important subject of which every small library should have, and may have,
?Vhether other libraries do or not, the largest existing collection: the history of
1ts town and region. Unless there is a live historical society in the town, it would
Seem to be a public library obligation to maintain with all possible zeal a local
history collection. It can be built up at slight expense; the material is already
in the community. The chief task is to bring it together, to arrange it attractively,
and to get and to keep interested in its growth those people, found in every
town, who care greatly for such a project. A collection as complete as it can be
Mmade, well kept and vigilantly enlarged, is a solid satisfaction and a proper
bride for both library and community.”

All the local occurrences in any given community, large or small, are of con-
tinuing interest to its citizens. Time enhances the value of both community and
Dersonal happenings. Collections of local history give careful writers thé ma-
terial from which they weave their worth-while stories. The life of another day
€an be reconstructed only from day by day occurrences of those times. Recorded
hiStory of the community fifty and a hundred years ago is indeed a treasure fo
those historians who cannot find material in published books. One should always
Yemember that the happenings of today constitute the history of the future.

It is necessary that the libraries of each community collect every item of local
hiStory available in order to complete its own part in the picture. Local books,
Damphlets, pictures, photographs, church and school histories, programs, bulletins,
Teports of public officials, handbills, and banquet menus all grow in value as time
Boes on. Newspapers, local, county and state, should be carefully read and
articles of value clipped, sources and dates noted, and mounted on stiff paper.
State magazines often have articles of great value. A biographical file is probably

e most important part of a local collection. All possible material on the lives
Of those men and women who have made from the beginning and are now making
Your community what it is, should be carefully collected and filed under their
Names. Probably you have an outstanding writer, artist, musician or scientist in
Your city. In Greensboro a complete file on 0. Henry is kept in a special niche
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in the library. Here men and women
come from all parts of the country to
make use of the material when writing
about the famous short-story writer.

More and more interest is being
shown in family history. For this reason
it is most important to keep rosters of
military companies, including the pres-
ent war records, marriage and death
records, city directories, tombstone rec-
ords and all family Bible records that
you can collect. Early newspapers are
priceless sources of this material. Call
upon the older people of your commu-
nity for historieal material of all kinds,
while you still have the opportunity.

For handling local history material,
other than books, we have found a ver-
tical file most practical. The news-
paper articles, small pamphlets, typed
material, ete., are placed in manila
folders on which have been written the
proper subject headings in alphabetical
order. Subject Headings for the Infor-
mation File by the Newark, N. J. Pub-
lic Library (Modern American Library
Economy Series), bth rev. ed., H. W.
Wilson, 1948, has proven a valuable
guide. In the Greensboro library there
is one file for Greensboro and Guilford
county and another for North Carolina.
Four drawers contain biographical ma-
terial and there is a drawer for North
Carolina counties and there are two
drawers for North Carolina towns.

When a librarian is able to find ma-
terial for a newspaper man or woman
for a feature article, together with pic-
tures to illustrate the article, you have
won a friend for the library. When
you are able to furnish a city official the
names and dates of office of your
mayors from the town’s beginning you
have won another friend. When your
postmaster sends you an inquiry for
information about some long-ago resi-
dent your assistance in tracing that
person will be much appreciated. Club
women and students use the local his-

tory for preparing papers. Many
strangers make inquiries at the library
for information about historical places
in and around the community, while
numbers of service men from far-away
states have used the genealogical ma-
terial to trace their ancestors who were
natives of North Carolina.

Just now a prominent citizen is writ-
ing a history of one of the leading
churches of the city. He spends hours
in the library using the newspaper
articles, pamphlets, early church ros-
ters and manuscripts which have been
carefully preserved through the years.
Another talented writer is preparing a
history of Greensboro College, and he,
too, has spent muech time using our
local history collection in the prepara-
tion of his book. These instances are
given as examples to show the value of
collecting the historical material for
your city, county and state. Start now
before any more of the priceless records
are lost forever.

L ]
PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE

Reviewed by
ROSEANNE Hubpson

Woman's College Library, U.N.C.

Fortunately, the title of this column
is sufficiently elastic to permit mention
of a lively little volume entitled Books,
Children and Men, by Paul Hazard
(Horn Book, 1944, $3). It is not, strict-
ly speaking, a history of children’s lit~
erature though the facts are there.
Rather, it is a sort of blow-by-blow de-
scription of the battle between children,
trying to assert their individuality, and
adults, seeking to force the youngsters
to become small replicas of their elders.
There is no doubt that in Mr. Hazard
the children have a formidable and
vocal champion. Although only a small
portion of the book treats of children’s

literature in the United States, it is
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obvious that Mr. Hazard looks upon this
country as a veritable child’s paradise.
Speaking of American libraries for
children, he says, “They are better than
& drawing room or a club. They are a
home.” While one may not always
agree with Mr. Hazard’s estimate of a
DParticular book, one can’t help being
captivated by his sincerity, warmth, and
Vigor.

Catalogers will welcome the new
(fifth) edition of Minnie Sears’ List of
Subject Headings for Small Libraries
(Wilson, 1944, $2.75). The introduction
Teveals that two hundred new subjects,
Mmany of them related to the war, have
been added. Some old headings have
been modified to conform with changes
Mmade by the Library of Congress. Brief
explanatory notes define and illustrate
the usage of various headings where
there is a possible problem of interpre-
tation. As in the fourth edition, Dewey
classification numbers are included. The
Zenerous use of cross references makes
it relatively simple to find a desired
heading. The preliminary section en-
titled “Practical Suggestions for the
Beginner in Subject Heading Work” is
Useful but would appear to be rather
hard going for the noviece unless it
Were explained by a librarian familiar
With the assigning of subject headings.
The list seems adequate, though un-
doubtedly librarians would have to make
adaptations to fit their collections and
Patrons,

One of the problems common to most
Sthool and college libraries is that of
the accumulation of pamphlet material
to supplement text books. A handy aid
1o selection is the George Peabody Col-
lege for Teachers bulletin, Free
nd [nexpensive Learning Materials
(George Peabody College, 1944, $.25).
Titles are listed under a wide range of
Subjects with complete bibliographic in-
formation and a brief annotation for

each. Librarians might do well to make
copies available to teachers who are
hard pressed to find condensed, graphic
material to catch—and hold — the
streamlined attention of the modern
pupil.

Of particular interest to college li-
brarians is Guy R. Lyle’s Administra-
tion of the College Library (Wilson,
1944, $4.50). The result of his experi-
ence in the field, his wide reading, and
the application of his analytical mind
to the varied problems of this phase of
librarianship, the book is a gold mine
of information. Sufficiently detailed to
be of practical value, the length of the
volume will not discourage the serious
reader. Four chapters in the book were
contributed by authorities in their fields.
Arnold Trotier, Assistant Librarian of
the University of Illinois, is the author
of the chapter on cataloging and classi-
fication. Chapters on book selection and
acquisition, and on the selection and ae-
quisition of special types of materials
were written by Paul Bixler, Librarian
of Antioch. Marjorie Hood, Head of
Circulation at Woman’s College, wrote
the section on circulation work. The
book will appeal to library school stu-
dents because it is lucid and sufficiently
concrete to be within their comprehen-
sion. Excellent chapter bibliographies
direct the student to the best profes-
sional literature on each subject, should
he desire to do further reading. The
more experienced librarian will be im-
pressed by the penetration of the au-
thor’s observations, and by his ability
to relate each aspect of college library
work to the total picture of campus
library service. The college library is
revealed, not as an independent, static
institution, but as an integral part of
the college, responsive to the changing
needs of the faculty and students whom
it serves.
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Consistency, the epitome of perfec-
tion in the librarian’s ecriteria, is sadly
lacking in the N.C.L.As own medium
of expression: to the disgust of careful
guardians the size of the magazine has
changed; to the disgust of the editors
the style of headings has varied; the
home office has swung back and forth
across the state with change of Associa-
tion president; and, most important, the
editors come and go with surprising
frequency. Again change has come to
the editor’s block. As a new set-up
takes command, they feel the absence of

the energy, initiative, and vision of
their former editor-in-chief. NorrH
CAROLINA LIBRARIES won your vote of
confidence at the 1943 biennial confer-
ence; help it perform its duty as the
Association’s mouthpiece by contribut-
ing suggestions, eriticisms, news.
°

A.LA. NEWS

Plans are under way for a campaign
to extend library service effectively in
the post-war years. In October, the
American Library Association proposed
to Congress and to the Surplus Property
Administration that army camp librar-
ies be turned over to the states to start
rural libraries when the camps are
closed. For North Carolina, a state low
in books per capita, this is an oppor-
tunity not to be overlooked. Camp li-
braries have been used with profit by
the men in the armed forces, who will
return to ecivilian life with a better
reading skill and taste which should be
met by more and better books. A library
must meet demobilization with definite
plans for more attention to its service
as an adult education center. The in-
dividual’s need for easy access to the
tools of learning must be filled by the
community and the library is the logical
instrument for such service.

o i

The American Library Association
now has a Division of Public Libraries
comparable to the long-established As-
sociation of College and Reference Li-
braries. The Council voted favorably,
for the second time, on October 13 on
the petition of nearly 1200 members.
An organization meeting was held Oc-
tober 15 with Carl Vitz as convener and
temporary chairman.

Provisional officers were elected to
serve until the first annual meeting with
Amy Winslow, Cuyahoga County Li-
brary, Cleveland, as President.

Interested librarians may designate
this Division, in paying their 1945
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AL.A. dues, as the one to which they
Wwish 20 per cent of their dues to be
Paid, At the same time they may indi-
tate membership in one of the following
sections: Adult Education, Branch Li-
brarians, Business and Technology,
Lending, Large Public Libraries, Order
and Book Selection, Service Librarians
(Army and Navy), and Small Public
Libraries. Other sections will undoubt-
edly be organized later, for example,
medium-sized public libraries.
L ]
PUBLICITY BY RADIO

About two hundred small and me-
dium sized public libraries are using
the monthly series of radio spot an-
Nouncements which are issued free of
tharge by the Public Relations Division
of the American Library Association.
Each series is concerned with one par-
ticular phase of public library activity.
It is planned that over a long period of
time all types of library work will be
Covered. The spots are general in tone,
50 that they may be used with little or
Tio adaptation by any public library. In
order to be added to the mailing list, a
Public library must make arrangements
With its local radio station for use of
the spots. A sample series may be ob-
tained by writing to the Ameriean Li-
bl'ill‘y Association, 520 North Michigan
Avenue, Chicago 11.

®

TAR HEEL LIBRARY NOTES

In January Ernestine Grafton, edi-
tor-in-chief of volume three of NORTH
CAROLINA LIBRARIES, became head of
the Extension Division of the State Li-
Pl‘ary in Richmond, Va. Her successor
I the position of tri-county librarian
of Person-Orange-Caswell is Mrs. Ethel

alker Whetstone.

In January the President and the
eeretary of the Association attended
the public hearing of the Joint Commit-
on Appropriations of the General
Assemh]y when the need for an in-

creased appropriation for State Aid for
Public Libraries was presented. Miss
Williamson, the secretary, who is Li-
brarian of the Johnston County Publie
Library told of the benefits of state aid
from the point of view of the local li-
brary.” This request for an increased
appropriation has been favorably re-
ceived by committees.

Miss Akers, President of the Associa-
tion, Mrs. Hawkins, Co-chairman of the
Legislative Committee, Miss Beal of the
Library Commission, and Miss Clyde
Smith, Librarian of the Olivia Raney
Library, Raleigh, represented the Asso-
ciation at the February meeting of the
State Legislative Council.

The Summer Session of the School of
Library Science of The University at
Chapel Hill will present a modified pro-
gram for 1945. The University’s change
from the quarter to the semester sys-
tem, with the Summer Semester begin-
ning July 2 and running through Oec-
tober, and certain other factors made
changes necessary. The School will of-
fer full courses in Young People’s Book
Selection and Children’s Book Selection
during the first term, July 2 through
August 29. Miss Emily B. Meigs of the
regular faculty will give both courses.
They are open to students interested in
the library science degree and also to
those who desire work towards the
Teacher-Librarian certificate.

Mr. Hoyt R. Galvin, Director of the
Charlotte Public Library, has been ap-
pointed State Director for the nation-
wide eampaign in behalf of the Library
Development Fund scheduled for April
1945. He was sent by the Association to
the meeting called by the A.L.A. in Chi-
cago during January.

A number of valuable books are be-
ing added to the Warrenton Publie Li-
brary in memory of soldiers from the
community who have lost their lives in
the World War. The books are in-
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scribed on the fly leaf with a dedication
to the soldier and the name of the
donor. This custom of books as me-
morials, inaugurated over twenty years
ago, has been productive of many addi-
tions to the Warrenton Library. The
Memorial Collection now numbers over
a thousand volumes, carefully selected
for their permanent value. The plan is
publicized in the library’s weekly col-
umn in a local newspaper. Recently the
idea has been adopted in other neigh-
boring towns in the Granville County
Library at Oxford, the Granville Col-
ored Library, and the Edgecombe Public
Library at Tarboro. The Thomas Hack-
ney Braswell Memorial Library at
Rocky Mount has over 3,000 memorial
volumes.

Fire destroyed the Caldwell County
Library at Lenoir on December 18th
and badly damaged the interior of the
County Agricultural Building in which
it was housed.

The family of Evelyn Boyd, assistant
in the Charlotte Public Library, 1932-
39, and acting director of Schools Ser-
vice Department of Enoch Pratt Free
Library, 1939-40, is establishing the
Evelyn Boyd Memorial Library in the
Christian Church of Winterville, the
home of her brother, R. E. Boyd. Win-
terville has a small branch library from
Greenville. The memorial library will
consist mainly of children’s books, the
classies, church books and other serious
reading for adults. Mr. and Mrs. R.
E. Boyd have had school library ex-
perience; they will be in charge of the
collection and circulate books on Sun-
day mornings.

The Middle Button, character of
Katherine Worth’s book by that name
and beloved by teen-age girls, died on
December 5, 1944, at the age of 86.

Maggie MacBryde Walthal, the real
Middle Button, lived near Fayetteville
in an old home which burned recently.

She did not attend medical school not
become a physician but was head of the
music department at Agnes Scott Col-
lege for a time and, after her marriage, ]
went as a missionary to China where
she worked for twenty years.

Katherine Worth, born in Wilming-
ton, is claimed as a North Carolina au-|
thor although as Mrs. Walter Clyde
Curry she now lives in Tennessee.

L ]
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Arnett, Alex Mathews. Claude Kitchin
and the Wilson war policies. Boston,
Little, Brown and Company, 1937
341p. illus. $3.00.

Bakeless, John Edwin. Daniel Boone.
New York, W. Morrow and Com- ]
pany, 1939. 480p. illus. $3.50.

Becker, Kate Harbes. Biography of
Christian Reid. [Belmont, N. C.
Sacred Heart Junior College, 1941]
190p. illus. $3.00.

Bellamy, John Dillard. Memoirs of an

\l octogenarian, [Charlotte, N. C., Ob-
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illus. $2.75.
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life. New York, Stackpole Sons
1937. 3566p. illus. $3.50. (

Bridges, Early Winfred. The Masonic
governors of North Carolina; their
Masonic records and orations. Greens-
boro, N. C., The Author, 1937. 279p. (
illus, $3.00.

Brooks, Aubrey Lee. Walter Clark,
fighting judge, Chapel Hill, The Uni-
versity of North Carolina Press
[1944] 278p. illus. $3.00.

Bryant, Henry Edward Cowan. Joseph
1 This is the second in a series of North Caro*

lina bibliographies, the first appearing in the

February, 1944, issue of NoRTH CAROLINA LI

BRARIES. Books are limited to those published
during the past fifteen years.
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* Pearson Caldwell. Statesville, N. C.,
. Brady Publishing Company, 1933.
~ TOp. $.50.

Daniels, Josephus. Editor in polities.

Hurley, James F. The prophet of Zion-
arnassus: Samuel Eusebius Me-

;/ Corkle, by James F. Hurley and Julia
Goode Eagan. Richmond, Va., Presby-

Chapel Hill, The University of North
Carolina Press, 1941. 644p, illus.
$3.50.

Daniels, Josephus. Tar Heel editor.
Chapel Hill, The University of North
Carolina Press, 1939, b544p. illus.
$3.50.

Davidson, Chalmers Gaston. Major John
Davidson of “Rural Hill,” Mecklen-
burg county, N. C., pioneer, indus-
trialist, planter. Charlotte, N. C., The
Lassiter Press, 1943, 93p. illus.

Daﬁs, Robert Hobart. The caliph of
Bagdad, being Arabian nights flashes
of the life, letters, and work of O.
Henry, William Sydney Porter [by]
Robert H. Davis and Arthur B.
Maurice. New York, D. Appleton and
Company, 1931. 411p. illus, $3,00.

Dixon, Mrs. Helen (Cadbury) Alex-
ander. A. C. Dixon, a romance of
DPreaching. New York, G. P. Put-
nam’s Sons, 1931. 324p. illus, §b.00.
owd, Jerome. The life of Braxton
Craven; a biographical approach to
Social science, Durham, Duke Uni-
Versty Press, 1939. 246p. illus. $3.00.

Fries, Adelaide Lisetta. The road to
Salem. Chapel Hill, The University of
North Carolina Press, [c. 1944] 316p.
illus, $4.00.

Garber, Paul Neff. John Carlisle Kilgo,

President of Trinity College, 1894-
1910. Durham, Duke University
Press, 1937. 412p. illus. $3.00.
reensboro Bar Association. The
Greensboro bar; pictures and bio-
Eraphical sketches of its members, in-
cluding practicing attorneys and
Judges,  1939. [Greenshoro, N. C.]
Greenshoro Bar Association, [1939]
63p. illus.
Ouse, Robert Burton. Miss Sue and
the Sheriff. Chapel Hill, The Univer-
Sity of North Carolina Press, 1941.
118p, $2.00.

terian Committee of Publication, [e.
1934] 121p. $1.00.

Ivey, Joseph Benjamin. My memoirs.
[Greenshoro, N. C., The Piedmont
Press, c. 1940] 368p. illus. Apply Au-
thor, Charlotte, N. C.

James, Marquis. Andrew Jackson, por-

trait of a president. Indianapolis,

Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1937. 627p.
illus. $5.00. Reprinted New York,
Garden City Publishing Company,
1937. $1.00.

James, Marquis. Andrew Jackson, the
border captain. Indianapolis, Bobbs-
Merrill Company, 1933. 461p. illus.
$4.50. Reprinted New York, Garden

City Publishing Company, [1940]
$1.00.
James, Powhatan Wright. George W.

Truett, a biography. New York, The
Macmillan Company, 1939. 281p.
illus. $2.50.

Jillson, Willard Rouse. The Boone nar-
rative . . . to which is appended a
sketch of Boone and a bibliography of
238 titles. Louisville, Standard Print-
ing Company, 1932. 64p. $1.00.

Karsner, David. Andrew Jackson, the
gentle savage. New York, Brentano’s,
1929. 399p. illus. $3.50.

Lawrence, Robert C. Here in Carolina.
Lumberton, N. C., The Author, 1939.
302p. $3.00.

Lazenby, Mary Elinor. Herman Hus-
band, a story of his life. Washington,
D. C., Old Neighborhoods Press, 1940.
180p. $2.50.

London, Lawrence Foushee. Bishop
Joseph Blount Cheshire, his life and
work. Chapel Hll, The Universty of
North Carolina Press, 1941. 140p.
illus, $2.00.

Long, Augustus White. Son of Caro-
lina. Durham, Duke University Press,
1939. 280p. $3.00.

V‘MacDonald, Allan Reginald. The truth
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about Flora Macdonald. Inverness,
[Scotland] The Northern Chronicle
Office, 1938. 126p. illus. 10/6.

Malone, Dumas. Edwin A. Alderman, a
biography. New York, Doubleday,
Doran & Company, Inc., 1940. 392p.
illus. $3.50.

Murrett, John C. Tar Heel apostle,
Thomas Frederick Price. New York,
Longmans, Green, [1944] 260p. illus.

Newbold, Nathan Carter, editor. Five
North Carolina Negro educators.
Chapel Hill, The University of North
Carolina Press, 1939. 142p. illus.
$1.00.

0’Grady, John. Levi Silliman Ives, pio-
neer leader in Catholic charities. New
York, P. J. Kennedy & Sons, 1933.
98p. $1.25.

Rippy, James Fred, editor. F. M. Sim-
mons, statesman of the new South.
Durham, Duke University Press,
1936. 235p. $4.00.

Satterfield, Frances Gibson. Charles
Duncan Meclver, 1860-1906. [Atlanta,
Ga., Ruralist Press, Inec., 1942] 66p.
illus. $.50 pa.

Shaw, George Clayton. John Chavis,
1763-1838, a remarkable Negro who
conducted a school in North Carolina
for white boys and girls. [Bingham-
ton, N. Y., Printed by the Vail-Bal-
lou Press, Inc., ¢. 1931] 60p. illus.
$1.00.

Smith, Edwin William. Aggrey of
Africa, a study in black and white.
New York, Harper and Bros., 1929.
292p. 1lus. $2.50.

Stephenson, Gilbert Thomas. The Life
story of a trust man; being that of
Francis Henry Fries. New York, F. S.
Crofts & Company, 1930. 267p. illus.
$3.00.

Stryker, Lloyd Paul. Andrew Johnson;
‘a study in courage. New York, The

“ Macmillan Company, 1929. 88lp.
illus. $6.00.

Upchurch, Thomas Benton. The story
of my life. Oxford, N. C., Oxford Or-

¥ phanage Press, n.d. 70p. illus. Apply
Oxford Orphanage.

Walker, Mrs. Harriette Hammer. Busy
{ North Carolina women. Asheboro,
The Author, 1931. 156p. illus. $1.50.
Walls, William Jacobs. Joseph Charles

Price, educator and race leader. Bos-
ton, The Christopher Publishing

House, [1943] 568p. illus. $2.00.
Williams, Henry Horace. The educa-
tion of Horace Wlliams. Chapel Hill,
The Author, 1936. 200p. $2.00.

Williams, William Walsh. The quiet
lodger of Irving Place. New York, E.
P. Dutton and Company, 1936. 251p.
$2.50.

Winkler, John Kennedy. Tobacco ty-
coon, the story of James Buchanan

Duke. New York, Random House,

[1942] 33Tp. illus. $3.00.

Winston, Robert Watson. Horace Wil-
liams, gadfly of Chapel Hill. Chapel
Hill, The University of North Caro-
lina Press, 1942. 309p. illus. $3.00.

Winston, Robert Watson. It’s a far cry.
New York, Henry Holt and Com-
pany, 1937. 381p. illus. $2.00.

NORTH CAROLINA LIBRARIES

As of February 9, these consisted of:
165 librarians
37 institutions
25 board members

is sent to miembers of the Association.

4 Friends of the Library and book salesmen

Are your associates, your Friends
cluded in the above count?

Ask them.

of the Library and board members in-
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