
76 — Summer  2003                                                                                                                                                  North Carolina Libraries

privacy and tolerance for the eccentricities of patrons.
A story about a library that ought to be haunted but doesn’t seem to be

was shared by Pender County Public Library Director Mike Taylor. Mike heard
about a public library in the state, not his own, that found two caskets in a
crawl space or basement underneath the building when they installed com-
puter wiring in the 1990s. By the state of the human remains in the caskets,
they had been there for a very long time. The discovery was duly reported to
the proper authorities, but evidently matched no known crime. By one
account no one would take responsibility for the bodies or take them off the
library’s hands; by another the caskets still residing under the library are
empty.

The director of the library in question, who naturally wishes to minimize
local publicity about the mystery, says she has heard about caskets and loose
bones being found under the old library. It was built on the site of an A.M.E.
church which had a cemetery beside it, and possibly the library encroached
on part of the graveyard. “I never saw or heard any ghosts,” she staunchly
maintains. “When things get quiet in the new library it sounds as if some
heavy-footed creature is tromping on the roof. I am sure it’s the building
settling.”

Mike Taylor is not so easily derailed from his ghoulish enjoyment of this
story, however. “Where did the bodies come from?” he speculates. “I wonder
if a search of records of unrecovered books, some missing cherished tome
from the past, might at last account for two patrons who mysteriously disap-
peared, supposedly on their way home from the library one night after closing
on a moonless, dark night?”

In conclusion, Sampson-Clinton Public Library Director Robin Williford
remembered a story her husband told her when he first took her to meet his
mother’s family in Johnston County. It seems when he was a little boy, about
twenty years ago, the Johnston County Library bookmobile accidentally took
a turn for the worse and ran — literally ran — through a low brick fence into a
rural cemetery. His grandfather thought it was such a sight he actually took
him out to see the wreckage. Readers may decide for themselves whether they
believe that was truly an accident, or a case of excellent library service to a
homebound patron.
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