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ews of what’s happening in North Carolina’s libraries is impressive! Read
to find out what your colleagues are doing to bring library services to the
citizens of North Carolina!
Griffin Motor Company of Monroe and the Public Library of Charlot
Mecklenburg County have forged a unique partnership to help benefit th
NOVELLO Jr. program and other PLCMC programming for youth. Griffin Motor Com-
pany has donated a 2001 Pontiac Sunfire as the prize in a raffle. Raffle tickets went on
sale Tuesday, September 12th at the Main Library and the twenty-two branch libraries
throughout Mecklenburg County. The winning ticket was drawn at the Main Library a
2:00 p.m. on Friday, December 15th! Sharing the belief of his grandfather and Griffin
Motor Company founder, “Pop” Gritfin, General Manager Macon Griffin
said, “We are proud to support the efforts of the public library in promot:
the importance of books and reading among children.”
To celebrate the first decade of the NOVELLO Festival of Reading, ont
the premiere literary festivals in the country, the Public Library of Charlo
& Mecklenburg County announced the publication of NOVELLO: Ten Yewm

North Cal‘Olina of Great American Writing. This literary anthology will sell at library brancl

and area bookstores for $16.95. All proceeds will benefit the PLCMC.
Ann Viles, Coordinator of Reference Instruction at Appalachian State

LibrarianShip ”I University, is the new editor of “Fast Facts,” a one-page factsheet feature

that appears on the last page of each issue of College & Research Libraries

2 — Spring 2001

News. Academic librarians, get your cool facts and figures to Ann and you,
too, might find your name in print!

In fall 2000, North Carolina State University’s main library began
supporting the concept of “nomadic computing,” in cooperation with the
university’s Information Technology Division. Individuals may now bring
their own laptop computers into the library and gain access to the Interne
and campus network. The NCSU Libraries’ popular Laptop Lending service, launched in

fall 1999, now offers three laptop configurations. Wireless network access is available in
the main and branch libraries. All of these services are offered as a complement to the
university’s open-source strategy.

The Carnegie Library of Livingstone College held an open house on September 16,
2001, to introduce its new automated system from Endeavor. The Hickory Public Librar;
and the Lenoir-Rhyne College Visiting Writers Series presented author Pat Conroy on
September 21, 2000. Dr. James Billington, Librarian of Congress, will be the Reynolds
Lecturer at Davidson College on April 19, 2001.

Union County plans to spend more than $4 million on new libraries and renovatio
to old ones over the next several years. For more expansion news, visit the Union Coun
Public Library Web site at <http://www.union.lib.nc.us>.

Poet Ruth Moose, a lecturer in the Creative Writing Department at the University o
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, donated 488 volumes of poetry, poetry criticism, anthol
gies, and biographies of poets to the Corriher-Linn-Black Library at Catawba College. Tt
Catawba College Library is the depository for the works of the members of the North
Carolina Poetry Council as well as the minutes of the organization. On Saturday, Octob
21, 2000, the library reading room of the Catawba College Library was dedicated in
honor of Frances Decker Wentz on the occasion of her 95th birthday and in memory of
her husband, Dr. Bruce Wentz, library retiree and current volunteer, a Catawba professo
until his death in 1969.

The State Library of North Carolina has awarded over $800,000 in School Library
Collection Development Grants to 153 North Carolina schools. Since these grants requi
matching funds from the local school, this means that these 153 school libraries will bt
more than $1.6 million worth of new books for their students. The State Library also
received the Citizen Involvement award from the Raleigh Mayor’s Committee for Perso!
with Disabilities for its support of a project resulting in public access PCs with adaptive
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technology that improve access to NC LIVE for North Carolina citizens with disabilities.

On a more somber note, it is my solemn duty to record for posterity the deaths on
October 11, 2000, of Vernelle G. Palmer of Salisbury, NCLA President (1957-59) and
school librarian in Rowan County, and Mildred S. Councill of Mount Olive, NCLA
President (1967-69), Librarian Emerita of Mount Olive College, and 1985 Life Member of
NCLA. Gifts to the NCLA Endowment in their honor are welcomed. Your gifts will be
acknowledged and the families of Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. Councill will be informed.

The North Carolina State University Libraries FOCUS newsletter has been in print
since 1964. On October 13th a Web-based version of FOCUS was launched. Check it out
at <http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/administration/publications/focusonline/index.html>.

Two North Carolina universities have received gifts to strengthen their libraries.
Duke University has received a $171,000 grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities to preserve and provide wider access to the archives of the John W. Hartman
Center for Sales, Advertising, and Marketing History. The archives is the repository for
the documents of many advertising agencies, including the official records of the
Outdoor Advertising Association of America, dating from the nineteenth century, and
several related collections of slide, photographs, original artwork for billboards, and
correspondence. The School of Information and Library Science at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill received a $120,000 gift from Cisco Systems Inc. and the
Cisco Systems FFoundation to honor the university’s late chancellor. The newly estab-
lished Michael Hooker Graduate Fellowship in Applied Networking will help pay tuition
and expenses for a graduate student who is studying development and management of
networked information systems.

Sandra Cooper and Frannie Ashburn of the State Library of North Carolina are both
contributors to The Functions and Roles of State Library Agencies, a new publication from
the American Library Association. Ron Jones, a State Library recent retiree, was a featured
participant in the Wake County Storytelling Festival held in Raleigh on September 29-30,
2000; Ron was profiled in an article in the Raleigh News and Observer on September 29,
2000.

The Public Library of Charlotte & Mecklenburg County has been ranked as one of
the top ten American public libraries serving a population of over 500,000 in the most
recent Hennen'’s American Public Library Rating (HAPLR) Index. The HAPLR rating is
based on factors such as circulation, staffing, materials, periodicals, reference service,
and funding levels. PLCMC was the only North Carolina library ranked in the top ten in
any population category.

The Asheville-Buncombe Library System’s West Asheville Branch Library is one of
ten more public libraries selected to receive a grant of $1,000 to host the new Let’s Talk
About It: The Next Generation of Reading and Discussion Programs for Libraries series
awarded by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the American Library
Association’s Public Programs Office.

The New Hanover County Public Library in Wilmington is one of fourteen addi-
tional libraries selected nationwide to participate in the Prime Time Family Reading Time
reading, discussion, and storytelling series offered by the Louisiana Endowment for the
Humanities in partnership with the American Library Association’s Public Programs
Office. The project is funded by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties. Prime Time, based on illustrated children’s books, is designed specifically to help
underserved families with children bond around the act of reading and learning to-
gether. The series teaches parents and children to read and discuss humanities topics,
and aids them in selecting books and becoming active public library users.

In a joint press conference held on December 14, 2000, the Children’s Theatre of
Charlotte and the Public Library of Charlotte & Mecklenburg County announced that
land has been secured for a new Children’s Learning Center, which will be named in
honor of Joseph B. Martin IlI, a longtime Charlotte civic leader. The announcement took
place at the future site of the facility in the heart of Charlotte’s uptown Cultural District.
Groundbreaking will take place in fall 2001, with the Center scheduled to open in late
2003. The Children’s Learning Center will be a 113,000-square foot interactive learning
environment, combining library resources, performance spaces, and the latest in educa-
tional technology.

Keep up the good work you all are doing to put the national spotlight on North
Carolina libraries and the creative services they are providing to North Carolina citizens!
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