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| Know A Book

by Diana D. Young
Public Library Consultant
on Chlidren’s Services
Division of State Library

The Chinese invented both gunpowder
and paper — which is the more powerful?
A natural assumption would be gunpow-
der — not so. For paper made books
readily available to the masses and in so
doing gave us easy access to ideas,
thought, and the power to change the
world.'

How then do we use this legacy? Do we
Indiscriminately crush our children with a
lumble of materials so that they cannot
discriminate between that which is good,
bad, or mediocre? As a child grows, so
does his curiosity. With a firm foundation
On which to build, the child might stretch
his understanding, imagination, curiosity,
and human compassion to heights never
before achieved.

With such a serious undertaking before
all librarians and parents, where and when
Should we begin? Certainly our environ-
ment prior to birth is a starting place. For,
if we are born into a reading, thinking
family, our chance for mental growth is
Casier. We are curious about why Mommy,
Daddy, sister and brother want to read.
We eventually will try to imitate this
Pleasurable experience. We have a
Chance at good ideas. We will imitate what
is around us. If we own a book, we are
lucky. But if, when very young, we begin
an active interest in and pursuit of the
lbrary, we are the most fortunate of all, for
We have entered into this storehouse of
Ideas. The fate of the world could rest on
What we as children find there. Thus the
librarian ig responsible for making
available those materials which give a
child a chance to grow. “The average child
reads, outside of school books, perhaps a
book a week . . . For the eight years bet-
Ween ages six and 14, that makes a total of

_-k

about 400 books.”? The 1973 Children’s

Books in Print listed 41,000 titles to

choose from:
Of this number, two and one half percent
are excellent, thirty-five percent are per-
ceptible sludge and dross, and the rest
are in-between, that is, mediocre . . . if
the number of mediocre children's books
extant is 622 percent of 41,000 or 27,-
000, and if the child reads 400 books
overall, he has a very good chance of
having spent his childhood in reading
nothing but mediocre books.?

Must then all of a child's future idea
growth depend on the mediocre? Do we
want mediocre scientists, doctors, or
authors? | think not, but if we persist in not
caring about what we give to children that
is what we should expect, for

It's the mediocre that drags us all down

to a common denominator; common is

fine but does it have to be the lowest? It's

mediocrity that deprives us of judgment;

it's mediocrity that closes our minds to

new ideas; it's mediocrity that par-

ticularly deprives us of a sense of
humor.*

Let's give our children a chance. Let
them have a foundation on which to build.
Then, let them build on this foundation as
they choose. That is, give them the widest
library experience — wide knowledge, a
wide range of opinions — then let them
grow at their own rate. Let us not give
them a steady diet of any one kind of
literature. As adults, we enjoy a wide
range of materials. Why not our children?
They like fiction, nonfiction, classics,
folklore, fantasy, and award books. A
steady diet of any one might cause their
foundation to be weakened, their growth
to be stunted or malformed. Many
librarians are caught up in the awara book
trap. As adults, we do not read only those
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books that are awarded the Pulitzer prize.
Then why, as librarians and teachers,
must we require as the sole criterion of ex-
cellence the Newberry and Caldecott
award books. They are excellence. That
was the initial reason for their creation —
to promote excellence. Only let's not stop
there. We must not forget the many honor
books, notable books, and other quality
children’s books available. If we use these
books as a part of our children’s founda-
tion, they can use them as a springboard
into the world of ideas.

“The difference between literature for
children and literature for adults lies in
choice of subject rather than in'the depth
of feeling or the quality of writing.”s
Therefore, as we choose criterion of ex-
cellence for ourselves, let us do no less for
our future, our heritage, and the minds of
children. | am not so naive as to think that
books matched to the wrong child at the
wrong time will lead the child to develop
ideas. “The child himself must have the
last say about the choice.”® If a child has
built his reading background on a solid
foundation, it will make little difference if
he reads Nancy Drew or comic books, for
he will not remain with them exclusively.
His interest will drive him to explore art,
science, and good fiction. He will want
quality books like Wilt Chamberlain (by
Ken Rudeen, New York: T.Y. Crowell,
1970) and M. C. Higgins, The Great (by
Virginia Hamilton, New York: Macmillan,
1974). For Wilt and M.C. are alive. These
characters have that special ability to
transcend the sterotypes and staid situa-
tions found in the Hardy boys. Because a
child has difficulty with reading does not
mean his ability to think or his desire for
ideas is less than the quick reader. It
means we must try harder to give the
slower reader the best available; he hasn't
time for nor the energy to cope with poor
quality materials.

Supply the child with worthwhile, enter-
taining reading; share it with him, and he

will gain insight into his own behavior, his
social relationship, and his respon-
sibilities. He will grow in reverence for
life, in enthusiasm for knowledge, and in-
sensitivity to beauty and goodness. And
he will keep his zest for life and the gift of
laughter.”

It is, therefore, our duty as librarians to
make available ideas in a form that will be
willingly received by children. To leave out
the stereotypes of racism, sexism, or the
staid male/female role. It is our obligation
to provide excellence for the poor reader
as well as for the quick:

The true librarian should be for freedom,
for searching, for trying to find new and
better answers to important questions,
rather than relying on answers that have
been given in the past. . . The library's
function in this is to do whatever it can to
make the wealth of fine books, so-called
good literature, available, even if there
are a few four-letter words, or pictures of
nudes included in the package.®

And the true children's librarian In
selecting books reads himself. He knows
what is in the book. When a young patron
says, “Can you help me find a good book
to read?”, he can truly say, “l know a book
— a book just for you.” Thereby hopefully
and happily matching the right child with
the right book at the right time.
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MATERIALS SELECTION
Introduction

ALA/CSD Standards of Criticism for Children's Literature. American Library Association,
1971. $.40.

Elleman, Barbara. “The Animal Fact.” Booklist, January 1, 1977. pp. 664-665.

Gerhardt, Lillian. "“Public Library Services to Children and YA's.” Library Journal, Janu-
ary 1, 1976. pp. 109-111.

Gerhardi. Lillian. Issues in Children’s Book Selection. Bowker, 1973. $9.95.

Goldberger. Judith. “Easy to Read: Hard to Review.” Booklist, November 15, 1976. pp.
480-481.

Goldthwaite, John. “Notes on the Children's Book Trade: Allis Not Well in Tinsel Town.”
Harper's Magazine, January 1977. pp. 76-86.
Hazard, Paul. Books, Children and Men. Horn Book, 1960. $6.50; pap. $3.50

Haviland, Virginia. Children and Literature: Views and Reviews. Lothrop, 1974. $8.95;
Scott Foresman, pap. $6.95.

Hearne, Betsy. *“Realistic Fiction and Reviewer Responsibility.” Booklist, December 1,
1976. pp. 536-537.
Jan, Isabelle. On Children’s Literature. Schocken Books, 1974. $6.00.

Lewis, Marjorie. “Back to Basics: Reevaluating Picture Books.” School Library Journal,
March 1976. pp. 82-83.

Long, Harriet. Rich the Treasure: Public Library Service to Children. American Library
Association, 1953. pap. $2.00.

Lukens, Rebecca. A Critical Handbook of Children’s Literature. Scott Foresman, 1976.
Pap. $4.50.

McCann, Donnarae. The Child’s First Books: A Critical Study of Pictures and Texts.
H. W. Wilson, 1973. $12.00.

Rudman, Maska. Children’s Literature: An Issues Approach. Heath, 1976. $11.95; pap.
$6.95

Smith, Lillian. The Unreluctant Years: A Critical Approach to Children’s Literature.
American Library Association, 1953. $5.00. Viking, 1967. pap. $2.45

Sutherland, Zena and May Hill Arbuthnot. Children and Books. 5th ed. Scott Foresman,
1977. $14.95

Vandergrift, Kay. “Are We Selecting for a Generation of Skeptics.” School Library
Journal, February 1977. pp. 41-43.

White, Mary Lou. Children’s Literature: Criticism and Response. Charles Merrill, 1976.
Pap. $6.95.

Wilms, Denise M. “Reviewing the Past.” Booklist, December 15, 1976. pp. 604-605.
General Alds — Books
ALA/CSD Notable Children’'s Books Committee. Notable Children’s Books
1940-1970. American Library Association, 1977. Price not set.

Arbuthnot, May Hill. Chiltiren’s Books Too Good To Miss, Rev. Ed. Indiana University
Press, 1971. $2.00
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Best Book for Children. Bowker, published annually.

Bonn, George, ed. “Science Materials for Children and Young Adults.” Library
Trends, April 1974.

Caldecott Medal Books. ALA/CSD, published annually.

Children’s Books: Awards and Prizes. Children’s Book Council, published
annually.

Children’s Catalog. H. W. Wilson, 1976. $30.00

Cianciola, Patricia. Picture Books for Children. American Library Association,
1973. $6.50

Fenwick, Sarah. “Which Will Fade, Which Will Endure?” Wilson Library Bulletin,
October 1972. pp. 179-185

Gillespie, John T. and Diana Spirt. Paperback Books For Youg People: An
Annotated Guide to Publishers and Distributors. American Library Associa-
tion, 1972. $5.00

Haviland, Virginia. Children’s Books of International Interest. American Library
Association, 1972. $2.50.

Jordan, Alice M. Children’s Classics. Horn Book, 1976. pap. $2.00.

Junior High School Library Catalog, 3rd ed. H. W. Wilson, 1973. $42.00.

Newbery Medal Books. ALA/CSD, published annually.

Newbery and Caldecott Winners and Honor Books 1922-1975. Horn Book, $1.00

Recommended Paperbacks 1968-1971; 1971-1973. Horn Book. $ .50 each.

General Alds — Medla

ALA/PLA Audiovisual Committee. Recommendations for Audiovisual Materials and
Services for Small and Medium-Sized Public Libraries. American Library Associa-
tion, 1975. $2.95.

Cohen, David. Multi-Ethnic Media: Selected Bibliographies in Print. American Library
Association, 1975. $2.00.

Greene, Ellin and Madalynn Schoenfield. A Multimedia Approach to Children'’s Literature:
A Selective List of Films, Filmstrips, and Recordings Based on Children’s Books.
American Library Association, 1972. pap $4.00.

New York Public Library. Black Experience in Children’s Audiovisual Materials. New
York Public Library, 1973. pap. $1.00.

New York Library Association. Recordings for Children: A Selected List of Records and
Cassettes. New York Library Association. $3.00 prepaid.

Perkins, Flossie. Book and Non-Book Media: Annotated Guide to Selection for Edu-
cational Material. Rev. ed. National Council of Teachers of English, 1972. pap. $4.95.

Rice, Susan. Films Kids Like. American Library Association, 1973. pap. $5.50.

Zornow, Edith and Ruth Goldstein. Movies for Kids: A Guide for Parents and Teachers
on The Entertainment for Children 9 to 13. Avon, 1973. pap. $1.65.
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Revilewing Journals

Booklist. Published twice monthly September through July, once in August by
the American Library Association. $20.00/year.

Bulletin of the Center For Children's Books. Published monthly except in August
by the University of Chicago Press. $8.00/year.

Horn Book. Published bi-monthly by Horn Book, Inc. $10.50/year.

Kirkus Reviews “Juvenile Supplement.” Published bi-monthly by Kirkus Reviews. Apply
for cost.

Previews. Published monthly by Bowker. $5.00/year.

Publisher’s Weekly. Published weekly by Bowker.

Science Books. Published quarterly by the American Association for the Advancement
of Science. $6.50/year.

School Library Journal. Published monthly September through May by Bowker. $10.80/
year.

Wilson Library Bulletin. Published monthly except in July. $11.00/year.

Specilal Areas

ALA/AASL/CSD/YASD. Girl Scout Publications and Audiovisuals for School and Public
Libraries, 1976. Order from Girl Scouts of the USA, 830 Third Avenue, New York, New
York 10032.

ALA/CSD Toys, Games and Realia Committee. “Realia in the Public Library."” Booklist,
January 1, 1977. pp. 671-674.

Boy Scouts of America. Librarian’s Guide To Scouting Literature, 1975-76 (or latest edi-
tion). Order from Education Relationships Service, Department 203, Boy Scouts of
America, North Brunswick, New Jersey 08902.

GegerafEncyciopedias In Print 1973-74: A Comparative Analysis. 9th ed. Bowker, 1973.

12.50.

Guidelines for the Selection of Juvenile Magaziners. To order send a self-addressed
mailing label and 26¢ in stamps to the ALA/CSD Office, 50 East Huron Street, Chi-
cago, lllinois 60611.

Hektoen, Faith. Toys to Go: A Guide to the Use of Realia in Public Libraries. American
Library Association, 1975. pap. $2.50.

Huﬂman. Frank W. “Music for the Bubblegum Set.” School Library Journal, October
1975. pp. 75-77.

Mathews, Karlotta. “Mini-reterence List: Reference Books for Children’s Collections.”
lllinois Libraries, January 1975. pp. 57-62.

Peterson, Carolyn. Reference Books for Elementary and Junior High School Libraries.
Scarecrow, 1975. $10.00.

F“Chardson, Selma K. Periodicals for School Libraries: A Guide to Magazine, News-

Paper and Periodical Indexes. 2nd ed. American Library Association, Fall 1977. Price
not set.
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Shannon, Linda. “The Preschool Adventure Library.” School Library Journal, November
1975. pp. 25-27.

Toothaker, Roy E. “Timely Titles on the Shelf: Songs in Picture Book Format.” Wilson
Library Bulletin, December 1974. pp. 295-298.

Wynor, Christine. Guide to Reference Books for School Media Centers. Libraries Un-
limited, 1975. pap. $10.00.

High Interest — Low Vocabulary

Bookilist (15th of the month issue). “The reviews in this column, prepared by Judith Gold-
berger, focus on easy to read books for beginning readers and older children with
reading problems.

Gateways to Readable Books: An Annotated Graded List of Books in Many Fields for
Adolescents Who Find Reading Difficult. 5th ed. H. W. Wilson, 1975. $12.00.

Horns, Virlginia D. “Remedial Reading: A Guide to Selecting Materials Dealing With
Remedial Reading.” Choice, April 1972. pp. 180-190. June-1972. p 485.

Spache, George D. Good Reading for the Disadvantaged Reader: Multi-Ethnic
Resources. Garrad, 1970. pap. $4.75.

Spache, George D. Good Reading for Poor Readers. Rev. ed. Garrad, 1974. $5.75.

Resources for Under Achievers in Reading. To order send self-addressed mailing label
and 26¢ in stamps to ALA/CSD Office, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, lllinois 60611.

White, Marion E. High Interest-Easy Reading for Junior and Senior High School Stu-
dents. National Council of Teachers of English, Citation Press, 1972. pap. $0.95.

Zinck, Ann E. and Karla J. Hawkins. “Books for the Reluctant Reader: Appropriate for
the Reluctant Reader Primary through Junior High." Wilson Library Bulletin, May
1976. pp. 722-724.

Freedom of Expression

The Acorn Growth. Newsletter published 3 times a year. $1.00. Order from Rita Kort,
48 Sunset Avenue, Venise, California 90291,

ALA/CSD Discussion Group: Sexism in Library Materials for Children. “Role-free Fic-
tion for Children.” Booklist, March 1977. pp. 1099-1102.

Books from Other Countries. American Library Association, 1972. $1.00. Order from
AASL office.

Cane, Suzanne. Selected Media about the American Indian for Young Children K-3.
American Library Association, 1971.

Directory of Ethnic Publishers and Resource Organizations. American Library Associa-
tion. $1.50 plus 26¢ in stamps. Order from OLSD office.

Dudley, Laurie. “Basic Texana." Texas Libraries. Fall 1976. pp. 101-107.

Gallagher, Kathleen. Bibliography of Materials on Sexism and Sex Role Stereotyping in
Children’s Books. Lolipop Power, 1976. Order from Lollipop Power, Inc., P.O. Box
1171, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514.
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Herbst, Laura. “That's One Good Indian: Unacceptable Images in Children's Novels."”
Top of the News, January 1975. pp. 192-198.

fHead, You Read, We Read. ALA/CSD, 1971. $2.00.

Intellectual Freedom Manual. American Library Association. $5.00.

Interracial Books for Children Bulletin. Eight numbers yearly. $15.00 to institutions.
Order from Council on Interracial Books for Children, 1841 Broadway, New York, New
York 10023.

Lass-Woodfin, Mary Jo. Selected Books on American Indians. American Library Asso-
Ciation, Summer 1977. Price not set.

Latimer, Bettye. Starting Out Right: Choosing Books about Black People for Young Ch{l—
dren; Preschool through Third Grade. Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction,
1972, $3.25 plus 50¢ postage. Order from Day Care and Child Development Council
of America, 1012 14th Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20005.

Little Miss Muttet Fights Back. 50¢ Order from Feminists on Children’s Media, P. O. Box
4315, Grand Central Station, New York, New York 10014.

Little Miss Mutfet Hangs in There. 1973. Published by Minnesota Library Association,
Children's and Young People’s Section, c/o North Country Library, 319 15th Avenue
SE, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455.

Non-Sexist Materials for Children. Send self-addressed mailing label and 26¢ in stamps
o ALA/CSD office.

Racism and Sexism in Children’s Books. 1976. Interracial Digest No. 1. $2.50.

Order from Council on Interracial Books for Children.

Right to Read and the Nation's Libraries. American Library Association, 1974. $5.00.

Ro[lock. Barbara. The Black Experience in Children’s Books. New York Public Library,
1974. $2.50 prepaid.

Sources for Children’s Books from Other Countries. American Library Association.
Send 26¢ in stamps and a self-addressed mailing label to the ALA/CSD Office.
Stanek, Lou Willett. Censorship: A Guide for Teachers, Librarians and Others Con-

¢erned With Intellectual Freedom. Dell, 1976. One copy free.

Texas Library Association. TLA Intellectual Freedom Handbook. 1973. 1-4 copies, 50¢
';?g:é()rder from Texas Library Association, 7918 Fairdale Lane, Houston, Texas

Yuill, Phyllis, “Little Black Sambo: The Continuing Controversy.” School Library
Journal, March 1976. pp. 71-75.

Yuil, Phylliis. Little Black Sambo: A Closer Look. Racism and Sexism Resource Center
for Education, 1976.
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